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Seedbed VII / 4 (1992) 
Sharing the Gospel with [Senegalese]: a Chronological Approach, by 
Dubby Rodda of Senegal 


"Lord, how do I go about sharing your word with these old 
Senegalese men? Where should I start? How should I proceed?” 
This was my prayer ... in 1981. 

The Lord led me to the answer in the story of his meeting with the 
disciples on the Emmaus road in Luke 24. There are some striking 
parallels between these disciples and a sincerely seeking 
[Senegalese person]: 


SENEGALESE DISCIPLE 
Believes in one God Believed in one God 
Believes that Jesus was a prophet Believed that Jesus was a prophet 
Dees net believe that Jesus is Possibly didn't realize that 
the Son of God* Jesus is the Son of God 
Believes that Jesus did not die* Believed that Jesus should not 
(this would have been a defeat) have died (this was a defeat) 
* (probably the key stumbling blocks) 


What were Jesus' words to the disciples? 


"O you fools and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken? Did not the Christ HAVE TO SUFFER 
these things and then enter into His glory?" And beginning 
at Moses and in all the Scriptures He expounded unto them the 
things concerning HIMSELF (Luke 24:25~27) 
How did the disciples react? Their hearts BURNED WITHIN THEM! And 
what happened next? JESUS REVEALED HIMSELF TO THEM! 


IF THIS COULD HAPPEN TO TWO JEWS, WHY NOT TO SENEGALESE? 


Did this mean I should teach my Senegalese friends the same message 
that Jesus taught that day? YES! But first they needed to know 
sufficient Old Testament background to be able to understand the 
message! So the direction for teaching became clear: start at 
Moses (Genesis) and teach all the things Jesus spoke about that 
day. Then eventually they would know enough to understand and 
believe the Emmaus Road message! Maybe then they would discover 
also who Jesus is! 


... [This approach is now widely used and has been "extremely 
effective". ] ... 


MAJOR POINTS OF DIFFERENCE 


Before looking at the approach itself, let me list the major points 
of difference ... that need to be addressed, and the basic 
salvation doctrines these lessons will seek to get across. 


1. God is too great to be approached and known by man, except for 
prophets, and does not act in history except to set the dates 
ef one's birth and death. 


2. God is too great to be bound by His own word (i.e. Hi is not 
bound by moral absolutes). 
3. Holiness is not a moral attribute of God, hence sin does not 
have serious consequences. 
4. Sin can be partially atoned for by works, such as: 
a) the declaration of faith 
b) ritual prayers 
e) fastings 
d) blood sacrifices of "pure" animals 
e) giving alms 
£) pilgrimage ... 
5. Jesus did not die on the cross; God removed him beforehand, 
substituting someone else, probably Judas Iscariot. 
6. Jesus is just a prophet, not the Son of God. 
T [A later prophet] is the last and greatest of the prophets. 
a. [Another book] abrogates and supersedes the Bible (i.e. it is 
the latest edition of God's word). 
9. The Bible has been corrupted by men. 


{NB: I might have added, after 4, something like 
4.1 Man is able by his own will to overcome sin and temptation. 


Man is not considered a helpless sinner, and there is anyway no 
grace to help him, no regeneration, no Holy Spirit. --RB] 


BASIC CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES THAT ARE NECESSARY FOR SALVATION 


A. God acts in history and communicates with man. 

B. God is all powerful. 

C. God is faithful to His word. 

D. God loves man and wants fellowship with him. 

E. God hates sin. 

F. God punishes sin by death (separation from Him) . 

G. Man is answerable to God. 

HE. Man is a sinner separated from God. 

I. Man can do nothing to save himself. 

J. Man can approach (have fellowship with) Ged only through a 
perfect sacrifice. This involves trust/faith. 

K. Jesus the Son of God is the only perfect sacrifice. 


INB: I would have added something like 

L. Jesus is Lord of all, the anointed king through whom God 
establishes His kingdom and directs His people (the church) 

and 

M. Only through (rebirth from) the Holy Spirit, given by faith in 
Jesus' name alone, can one receive power to overcome 
temptation/the flesh/the sinful nature. 

--RB] 


THE PATTERN OF TEACHING THAT WAS GIVEN 


A sample outline of the pattern of teaching that was followed is 
given below. The different "lessons" were not usually taught all 


in one session; they often required several. (Note also that 
different teams ... used slightly different patterns.) 


Some lessons are studied more exhaustively than others depending on 
their relative importance to understanding the Gospel. Lesson 
importance is rated from 1 (top “rating") down to 4. Some lessons 
were included primarily to give continuity to the message; 
continuity is important for subsequent teaching to be understood. 


The doctrines covered in each lesson are marked by the 
corresponding letter from the above list of "Basic Dectrines." of 
course in some lessons some doctrines are more prominent than 
ethers. In addition, a ">" marks a forward-looking prophecy, or 
type of the Messiah, while a "<" marks a fulfillment of prophecy. 
Lessons in brackets "{}" use extra-biblical material. 


In the Gospels, the lessons were not taught thematically as the 
outline would seem to indicate (e.g. Jesus' authority over sickness 
and death), but the themes were taught as they arose in the 
Scriptures. (This chart is only intended to be approximate.) For 
myself, I used Luke as a base, sometimes bringing in passages from 
Matthew and John to complete the picture. Others have used Mark as 
their base, with the other Gospels as secondary sources. I avoided 
Mark because of the opening verse, which [Senegalese] would 
misunderstand at this stage, and because I felt there was more 
teaching in Luke appropriate to [their] understanding. 


RATING LESSON TOPIC DOCTRINES 
GENESIS 

1 The seven days of creation ABC 

1 Creation of man, Garden of Eden, two trees A DFG 

1 The fall, its result, God's provision and promise ABCDEFGHI > 

1 Cain and Abel A DEFGHIJ 

4 Seth, Enoch A D 

1 The Tower of Babel AB E GH 

2 Noah, God's provision through judgment ABCDEFGHIJ> 

1 Abraham, his call, blessing of God, his faith A D HJ 

2 Abraham fails, Ishmael A D 

2 Sodom and Gomorrah ABCDEFGHIJ 

1 Abraham and Isaac, God provides a ram A CDEFG IJ> 

4 Life of Isaac A CD 

2 Life of Jacob ABCDE G IJ 

3 Life of Joseph ABCD 
EXODUS 

2 Moses, his birth, his call ABCD G 

1 Moses, plagues on Egypt, Passover ABCDEFGHIJ> 

2 Moses, Red Sea, travel to Sinai ABCD 

1 God's covenant, the Ten Commandments ABCDEFGH 

1 Tabernacle, sacrifice A CDEFGHIJ> 

4 Moses, ten spies, rebellion of people A DEFGH 

3 Moses, wilderness wanderings, bronze snake ABCDEFGHIJ> 


DEUTERONOMY, JOSHUA, AND OTHER OLD TESTAMENT BOOKS 


2 Moses, promise of a prophet DE G > 

3 Joshua, crossing of Jordan, Jericho, Rahab ABCDEFGHIT 
(NB: This might less unsuitable among Cibara] 

1 Saul becomes king, then David, God's promise D >>> 


to David, prophecies of the messiah in Psalms, 

Isaiah, Micah 
3 Jonah ABCDEFGHIT 
1 {Brief transition to the New Testament} 


[INB: A seeker must and will count the cost of discipleship. 

Parts of Daniel could be included to help him to do this, as well 
as to remind him of judgment to come. Daniel also has important 
prophecies of Christ, which provide the background for 
understanding the term "Son of Man". --RB] 


GOSPELS 
1 Births announced of John the Baptist & Jesus ABCD < 
1 Births of John the Baptist and Jesus ABCD << 
1 Jesus! baptism and temptation AB E 
1 Jesus announces his mission at Nazareth A CDE G < 
1 Jesus' authority over evil spirits ABCDE I 
1 Jesus' authority over sickness and death ABCD J 
1 Jesus' authority over nature ABCD 
1 Jesus teaches God's way to live CDEFGH 
1 Jesus transfigured AB D 
1 Jesus criticizes hypocrisy CDEFGH 
1 Jesus teaches on life after death A CDEFGHI 
1 Jesus' last supper; betrayal, suicide of Judas DE G > 
[I think this should include His prayer in Geth.-RB] 
1 Jesus tried, crucified, buried ABCDEFGHIJ> 
1 Jesus rose again, appeared, ascended ABCD 
* DIDN'T THE CHRIST HAVE TO SUFFER? (EMMAUS ROAD) ABCDEFGHIGK 
<<< 
* WHO IS JESUS ABCD K 


(NB: I think it is important to include certain stories from Acts 
that demonstrate Christ's Lordship and His abiding presence with 
His people in the persecuted church. Acts also has some valuable 
invitations to faith, including the mention that there is "no other 
name by which men must be saved". --RB] 


SOME OBSERVATIONS 


The whole series of lessons might take all of 1 or 2 years to 
teach. This is time well spent as the Holy Spirit takes the Word 
and teaches them the nature of God and of their relationship with 
Him. 


++. In fact, this is the approach he used to reveal Himself 
progressively to mankind from the beginning! We have seen the Lord 
also use it to reveal the truth te a small number of Senegalese 


men. As the truth was taught, error was discarded. There were, in 
fact, no difficult confrontations; where there was a point of 
difference ..., they chose to believe the Bible. (One cannot of 
course be sure it will always happen this way!) 


HOW THE TRUTH CAUSED THEM TO DISCARD THEIR FALSE DOCTRNES 


1. "God is too great to be approached and known by man, except for 
prophets." By studying the lives of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
Moses, etc., they discovered that these prophets turned out to be 
very human indeed~-flesh and blood like themselves. This gave them 
courage to believe that God wants to have a relationship with them 
as well! 


2. "God is too great to be bound by His own word." On numerous 
occasions they observed God doing exactly as He said, whether it 
involved blessing or punishment. They learnt that God is 
consistent. 


3. “Holiness is not a moral attribute of God, hence sin does not 
have serious consequences." Beginning in Genesis 2 they heard 
God's warnings of death and separation from Him, the consequences 
ef disobedience. These were seen worked out at the Fall, in the 
lives of Cain, Noah, and Pharaoh, in the giving of the Law, in the 
rebellion of the Israelites etc., as well as in Jesus' teaching on 
life after death. Some became very convicted of their sin long 
before the Gospel was presented. 


4. "Sin can be partially atoned for by works." The wages of sin 
is death. God spells out this truth in Genesis chapter two. It is 
emphasized again in the story of the Fall, and especially in the 
story of Cain and Abel. There is, however, only one way to God, 
and that is through the blood of a substitute sacrifice. This 
theme recurs implicitly in the sacrifices of Noah and of Abraham, 
and can be brought out again in the story of Abraham's offering of 
the ram in place of Isaac. It comes out again in the story of the 
Passover and in the sacrifices made at the tabernacle. 


One can also point out the necessity of faith in the stories of 

Abel, Noah, and especially Abraham. One man in my group grasped 
something of the significance of justification by faith when we 

were still in Genesis 15. ... Perhaps the most convincing factor 
was Jesus' utterance from the cross, "It is finished!" ... 


5. "Jesus did not die on the cross; God removed him beforehand, 
substituting someone else, probably Judas Iscariot." We carefully 
looked at Jesus' own prediction that He would be crucified. After 
his betrayal of Jesus, we followed Judas to his suicide to get him 
out of the picture. We carefully covered the identity of Jesus on 
the cross. Were not his mother and his best friend present? One 
could not fool them if someone else were killed in His place!" 


But far beyond this, we have the Emmaus road message, "Did not the 
Christ have to die?" First we looked at the declaration of John 
the Baptist, "Behold the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the 


world!" ... Garden of Eden ... Abel ... the lamb represented 
Jesus. 


.-.vam instead of Isaac ... Passover lamb... the sacrifice of lambs 
in the tabernacle. None of those sacrifices could pay for sin. 
They all represented Jesus; therefor JESUS HAD TO DIE! 


After completing this, we also looked at Isaiah 53 and at Hebrews 
10:1-18 to confirm this truth in their hearts. One of the men told 
me, "I used to think that Jesus didn't die, but now I see that He 
had to die in order to fulfill all the prophecies and types in the 
Old Testament. It's se obvious!" 


6. “Jesus is just a prophet ..." When we studied the birth of 
Jesus, the men were thrilled to see how the Old Testament 
Scriptures were fulfilled. ... Do you know anyone else for whom 
God sent angels, a star, etc.? ... Jesus could not be compared with 
anybody! 


The last lesson in the series was "Who is Jesus?" We reviewed the 
miracles and teachings of the Lord, and repeatedly asked the 
question, "Who is he?" They readily admitted that there had never 
been anyone else like him with such authority. However, they were 
baffled by such statements as that of John the Baptist, "He who 
comes after me is greater than I because he existed before me," and 
desus' statement, "before Abraham was, I am." Then we looked at 
John chapter one and its parallel in Genesis chapter one. As we 
compared the Incarnate Word with the Creative Word, the light 
gradually began to dawn that Jesus was the pre-existent one who had 
taken on human flesh! ... 


7 AN 

7. \“{A later prophet] is the last and greatest of the prophets." 
As was just mentioned, as they studied the life of Christ, they 
came to realize that Jesus has no equal. At the end of the 
series, when we discussed the question "Who is Jesus?", they 
discovered that God had exalted Him and given Him a name higher 
than every other name (Ephesians 1:20-23)! ... 

8. "[Another book] supersedes the Bible." ... As time went on 
they became convinced in their hearts that the Bible was the 
truth, since the Bible has its own power to convict. At the 
end they came to accept the Biblical version where the two 
accounts conflicted. 

9. "The Bible has been corrupted by men." This hasn't been much 
of a problem. When the issue did arise, it seemed sufficient 
te point out the age of the existing manuscripts .... 

(NB: This was done in the film "Allah Muhabba". --RB] 


SOME TESTIMONIES 


Moustapha B. (55) followed the teaching from the beginning and 
drank it in. He realized early on that God desired faith, and 
when the Gospel was presented he believed it. His favorite 


verse is, "It is finished!” There is nothing left to do! He 
explained that if we had started with the Gospels, he probably 
would not have believed it. But since we started with Genesis 
and laid the foundation, he had to believe it. He is now 
working as a mason in a village in a strongly Soninke area 
where he is delighted to share the Scriptures 


